To the Pleiades

As the Pleiades and the Morning Star
Rise together to the sky
Every plant puts forth ears.

At the appearance of the Twins
The unripened dates take form
Upon the clusters of the date-trees.

At the emergence of Orion

Every hungry thing gets fullness of provender

And the bitter season will have passed.

Now when the Dog Star shows itself
It dries up the abundant waters
And drains the overflow of fountains.

And with the coming of ten and ten and four

Behold of last Canopus

Rising on the fifth and brightly shining;

You may see this as you see

The constellation of the Dragon

Playing luminously upon the palm-fronds.

And fifty-one days pass;
Beware of water and of thunder
And beware of lightning,

For behold the summer has passed over
Beyond the horseman, and nothing is left
But the palm-tree's downward-hanging leaves.

RASHTD AL KHELAWX
(eighteenth century)

The Pleiades, rising in the autumn, represent to the Bedouin

of Arabia the annual renewal of strength, the winter rains, the

spring showers, which bring again sap into the desert bushes

and life into flowers and man.